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CAPE TIMES Notes RSA ‘Drift to Tyranny’ — Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 14 March says in a page 6 
editorial the banning of the Committee for the Defense of 
Democracy “confirms that the government is no longer 
disposed to tolerate any significant extra-parliamentary 
Opposition. Pretoria is intent on shutting off the safety 
valve.” “A solution which must be imposed and kept in 
place by force is no solution at all. It is now more important 
than ever that the parliamentary opposition should get 
together to resist the drift to tyranny.” 


Angola Peace Talks May Exclude Superpowers — “The 
recent barrage of to-blazes-with-everyone rhetoric, we may 
hope, could mask a developing deal on Angola, which would 
also embrace the long-running Namibian dispute,” observes 
a second editorial on the same page. “With the growing 
unanimity in Moscow and Washington that the conflict be 
resolved, Dr Jonas Savimbi may suspect that President 
Botha is preparing to ditch him, if not UNITA. It appears 
that Pretoria is insisting that any peace talks should include 
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a new approach.” “We do not want to be too optimistic 
about it. Southern Africa is strewn with the wreckage of 
diplomatic initiatives. But if a war-weary subcontinent 
decides the demolition must end and Washington and 
Moscow begin to live out the peace which they so eagerly 
preach—then anything is possible ” 


Clergy Threaten Religious Freedom — A second editorial on 
the same page says “predictably the government is accused 
of oppression of the church. The government does not want 
to act against the church. But should it allow certain church 
leaders, who publicly challenge the authorities, to further 
the cause of those who want to overthrow the country by 
violence?” “Religious freedom is a valuable tradition in our 
country. In this case it is not the government that is placing 
that tradition in danger, but the clergymen who persist with 
confrontation.” 


BURGER: Assurance of RSA-UNITA Relation — A page 10 
editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 14 
March comments on “reports that the UNITA leader, Dr 
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Burundi 


Buyoya Receives Tanzanian Ministers 14 March 
EA151151 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] Major Piezre Buyoya, the president of the Republic of 
Burundi, had a meeting in his office today with Mrs Ali 
Amina Salum and Mr Muhiddin Kimario, respectively 
minister of state in charge of international cooperation and 
minister of home affairs of the United Republic of Tanza- 
nia. The two ministers were accompanied by the governor of 
Kigoma and the Tanzanian ambassador to Burundi. The 
two Tanzanian officials, who have been in Burundi since | | 
March participating in the third Tanzanian-Burundian 
Commission, were paying a courtesy call on the president of 
the republic. 


Central African Republic 


Kolingba Returns From Gabon 13 March 
AB141046 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] President Andre Kolingba returned to Bangui 
yesterday atier a 48-hour visit to Libreville, Gabon, where 
he attended the festivities that marked the 20th anniversary 
of the founding of the Gabonese Democratic Party. [passage 
omitted] 


Congo 


USSR Signs Radio, Television Agreement 
AB151758 Dakar PANA in French 1455 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 15 Mars (ACI/PANA)—A working pro- 
gram for 1988-89 was signed in Brazzaville today between 
the Radio and Te. *vision Broadcasting of the Congo and the 
Soviet Union as part of efforts to strengthen cooperation 
between the two countries. This program covers the 
exchange of expertise, the organization of courses in the 
USSR for Congolese journalists, the joint production of 
television films, and the coverage of visits of official dele- 
gations. 
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In connection with the implementation of this program, a 
Soviet television crew will arrive in Brazzaville in August to 
produce a television film on the 25th anniversary of the 
Congolese revolution. 


Another agreement on the extension of the contract of a 
Soviet statistical expert was also signed between the two 
countries and the USSR, which established their diplomatic 
relations [words indistinct]. cooperation in various fields. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Prime Minister Returns From Gabon 13 March 
AB141515 Bata Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Cristino Seriche Bioko returned 
home yesterday from Libreville, Gabon, where he repre- 
sented the head of state at the festivities that marked the 
20th anniversary of the founding of the Gabonese Demo- 
cratic Party. He was welcomed upon arrival by the deputy 
prime minister and minister of territorial administration, 
the governor of the Littoral Province, and many other top 
officials. [passage omitted] 


DPRK Delegation Visits Bitika, Forestry Area 
AB151220 Bata Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] A DPRK delegation has just concluded a visit to the 
town of Bitika, where it was received by Mayor Natividad 
Toyana Mba. The Korean delegation, which included (Kim 
Kil-yong), (Him Hum-nam), and (Chian Um-hok), went to 
Bitika accompanied by a Mi ‘stry of Water Resources and 
Forestry technician to get a firsthand look at the forestry 
resources there. The delegation also visited the mouth of the 
Mbote River, where a (?timber loading facility) is located. 
At the end of the visit, the leader of the delegation thanked 
the inhabitants of the municipality for the warm reception 
accorded him and his delegation. 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Reportedly Visits Tigray Battle Area 
EA152105 Omdurman National Unity Radio in Arabic 
1400 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The Tigray Front has launched several extensive 
attacks on the Ethiopian forc: s. They started with an attack 
on the central (Atrera) garrison, where they were able to 
destroy three battalions of Brigade No 120. 


Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Mariam secretly visited 
the area of the battles taking place between his forces and 
Tigray Front’s forces. He did so on 9 March. [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, the Tigray Front clashed with reinforcements 
sent to the region. These consisted of three brigades and 
battalions and four bomber aircraft. The fight lasted for 2 
days. The Ethiopians losses were 1,100 killed, including 17 
senior officers; and 196, including 12 officers, captured. 
This was followed by another attack on Senkata, north of 
(Mekele), in which five battalions were destroyed. The 
Ethiopians lost three mechanized brigades, an infantry 
brigade, and commando [preceding word in English] units. 


EPLF Claims 23 Government Troops Killed 11 Mar 
EA151019 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrignya 0400 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] EPLF commando units have carried out a successful 
attack against enemy troops along the Asmera-Mitsiwa 
road. In the 40-minute attack, carried out between Imbati- 
kala and Nefasit villages at 1700 on 11 March 1988, our 
commandos killed 23 Dergue soldiers, wounded 25 others, 
and captured 9 kalashnikov rifles. They also destroyed 14 
enemy vehicles. 


Kenya 


Ugandan Border Patrols to Increase for Elections 
EA151146 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 15 Mar 88 


{Excerpt} The Busia District Commissioner, Mr (Simon 
Chacha), has said that police patrols along the Kenya- 
Uganda border will be reinforced during the week preceding 
the general elections to check on foreigners who may sneak 
in to vote on 21 March. Addressing a campaign rally at 
Lunyofi sports groun. in Port Victoria, Mr (Chacha) called 
on Wananchi [citizens] to assist the government in identi- 
fying foreigners in their midst. He, however, warned that 
Kenyans should not be branded as foreigners just because 
they supported a different candidate, with the hope that 
they will be arrested. [passage omitted] 
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Somalia 


Barre, FRG President Discuss Bila\eral Relations 
EA152137 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] SDR President Challe Mohammed Siad Barre and 
FRG President Richard von Weizsaecker held talks on 
bilateral relations, cooperation, and international issues at 
the Presidency in Mogadishu this afternoon. 


In a speech on the occasion, Challe Siad said that economic, 
technical and social cooperation between the two countries 
was growing stronger, adding that the visit to Somalia by 
President Weizsaecker and his delegation would serve to 
further strengthen relations between the two countries. 


Speaking on the program for restructuring the country’s 
economy, Challe Siad said the program was an implemen- 
tation of the country’s economic plan based on improving 
the life of society and putting into operation the resolutions 
of the second session of the SRSP Central Committee. The 
president pointed out that the program was not meant to be 
a change of policy, but was aimed at developing the 
country’s economy. Referring to the huge debts owed by the 
African continent, Challe Siad stated that these had an 
adverse effect on development projects and were a burden 
on production. That was why there was a need for developed 
countries to help developing countries in repaying their 
debts. 


Turning to the talks between Somalia and Ethiopia, Challe 
Siad spoke about the various stages of the talks and Soma- 
lia’s position on finding a solution to the Horn of Africa 
problem, adding that Somalia viewed finding a peaceful 
solution in the region to be in the interest of the peoples of 
the two countries. 


Addressing himself to the problem of refugees in Somalia, 
President Siad said that the refugees were a burden to 
Somalia’s economy. Challe Siad pointed out that aithough 
international relief organizations were assisting with the 

problem, there was still a need for countries to 
participate in humanitarian assistance given to the refugees. 


In reply, FRG President Richard von Weizsaecker thanked 
SDR President Challe Mohammed Siad Barre fo the warm 
welcome accorded to him and his delegation, saying that it 
was a manifestation of the deep-rooted relationship between 
the two countries and peoples. Weizsaecker said his govern- 
ment was very happy with its cooperation with the SDR 
Government and would strive to promote it even further. 


On the Horn of Africa issue, Weizsaecker said neighboring 
countries should solve their problems amicably, and that his 
government welcomed any meeting aimed at seeking peace 
in the Horn of Africa, since peace was the key to develop- 
ment. Weiszaecker pointed out that his government com- 
mended Somalia for the way Somalia welcomed and settled 
refugees in the country and that it was keenly aware of the 
economic burden on Somalia caused by the refugees, adding 
that it was imperative that a just solution to the refugee 
problem be found. [passage omitted] 


FBIS-AFR-88-051 
16 March 1988 


Government Forces Reportedly Kill 120 Civilians 
EA112304 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The savage Mogadishu regime unleashed massa- 
cre, pillage, and oppression against innocent people after the 
loyalist forces suffered a great setback from the attacks the 
gallant fighters of the Somali opposition forces have 
launched in the past few months. The regime embarked on 
this course at the beginning of this month against the 
innocent people living in and around Gabiley, Dila, Togwa- 
jaale, (Bur Madow), Ceel Bardaale, and Gamber, all in the 
northwest region. The repressive agents of General Siad 
Barre killed over 12vU civilians, including children and 
elderly persons. [passage omitted] Most of the persons killed 
were elders of the committees residing in those areas. The 
fascist regime of dictator Siad Barre also murdered five 
teachers working in the schools of the Togwajaale agricul- 
tural scheme. [passage omitted] 
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Uganda 


Refugee Meeting With Sudan ‘Successfully’ Ends 
EA152006 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] A high-level meeting between Uganda and the 
Sudan on the repatriation of Ugandan refugees from the 
Sudan and other related issues has successfully ended in 
Kampala. A joint communique, whose details were not 
availed to the press, was signed in Kampala this morning. 


According to the head of the delegation and divisional 
commander of the NRA in northern Uganda, Colcnel Pecos 
Kutesa, the discussions were characterized by mutual trust. 
He was optimistic that the agreement will be fully imple- 
mented, since it was reached after careful consideration of 
the issues that had failed the earlier agreement. According to 
the division commander, the implementation will begin 
before 14 April 1988. 


The Sudanese ambassador to Uganda, Mr Muhammad 
Abbas, described the agreement as meaningful, constructive 
and pragmatic. He was confident that it will be implement- 
ed. Col Pecos Kutesa signed on behalf of the Uganda 
Government and Ambassador Abbas for his country. [pas- 
sage omitted] 
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Repubiic of South Africa 


12 Angolans Exchanged for Remains of 2 SADF 
MB151633 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1624 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[SAPA prefaces this item with the following advisory: 
“This replaces our Angola-lead swap.” “Foreign Affairs 
says we have misunderstood their spokeswoman and this 
reflects her remarks more ‘accurately””] 


[Text] Pretoria March 15 SAPA—South Africa has con- 
firmed that 12 Angolans had returned to Luanda and that 
the remains of two SADF troops had been released by the 
Angolan authorities. 


A Foreign Affairs spokeswoman could not say when the 
Angolans had returned home, nor could she confirm that 
they were MPLA troops.[Johannesburg SAPA in English at 
1444 GMT on 15 Mar, in a similar report to which SAPA 
refers above, reads: “She would not reveal when the prison- 
ers, believed to be MPLA troops, were repatriated."’] 


Luanda today released the remains of two deceased SADF 
soldiers, Corporal Roland Liebenberg and Corporal Louis 
van Breda, to South Africa, according to news reports. 


The Foreign Affairs spokeswoman said she expected that an 
SADF aircraft returned from Luanda with their remains 
today. 


The exchange took place against the background of renewed 
diplomatic moves to end Angola’s 13-year-old civil war. 


Planned Hanging of ‘Sharpeville Six’ Controversial 


MP’s Debate 
MB151707 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1538 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] House of Assembly, March 15, SAPA—South Africa 
already had enough martyrs and to fuel the flames of anger 
by not granting clemency to the “Sharpeville Six” who were 
due to hang on Friday was “sheer madness,” Mrs Helen 
Suzman (PFP Houghton) said today. Speaking in the debate 
On crime prevention, she appealed on behalf of the Progres- 
sive Federal Party to the minister of law and order, Mr 
Adriaan Vlok, to use his influence to get the state president, 
Mr P.W. Botha, to grant a reprieve for the six. 


The “Sharpeville Six” as they have become known, were 
convicted and sentenced to deaih for the murder in 1984 of 
the deputy mayor of Lekoa Township, Mr Jack Dhlamini. 


The execution of these “six young blacks—five men and a 
woman”—would cause the same notoriety for South Africa 
as the death in detention in 1977 of Steve Biko had, even 
though the circumstances were very different. Mrs Suzman 
said she and the PFP leader, Mr Colin Eglin, had made an 
urgent request for an interview with Mr Botha to put their 
case. 
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A request to the speaker of Parliament for a half-hour snap 
debate on the matter had been turned down and this was the 
last opportunity to raise it in Parliament before Friday. 


Mrs Suzman said the point was that unrest-related cases of 
crime should be treated differently to “ordinary crimes.” 
The case of the Sharpeville Six had been highlighted worid- 
wide, with pleas for clemency coming from many influential 
quarters; and hanging them on Friday, at a time when South 
Africa’s international reputation was at one of its lowest 
points, was “reckless in the extreme and very provocative.” 


Mrs Joan Hunter (NP Edenvale) who spoke next, rejected 
Mrs Suzman’s plea for clemency, saying the six were “con- 
victed criminals who had a fair trial and are going to pay the 
highest price.” Mrs Suzman was obviously not fully 
informed about the circumstances, and the need to “make 
an example” of the six. The reality of the case was that a 
mob had attacked Mr Dhiamini’s home, stoning it and 
setting it alight with petrol bombs, on September 3, 1984. 
His car had been pushed out into the street, turned on its 
side and set alight. Mr Dhiamini had tried to flee to a 
neighbour’s house, but the mob had caught him, disarmed 
and stoned him and set him alight with petrol while he was 
still alive in spite of severe injuries, according to medical 
reports. 


“I feel an example must be set....We can’t aliow these people 
to roam the streets and intimidate the moderate black who 
is Only too willing to negotiate with us.” 


Mrs Suzman had referred to the potential damage to South 
Africa’s international reputation as a result of the hangings, 
but “what reputation do we have in the outside world 
anyway,” Mrs Hunter said. 


Mr Jan van Gend (PFP Pinelands) said he had been taken 
aback by Mrs Hunter’s apparent “bloodlust approach.” The 
PFP was not saying that the Appellate Division’s decision in 
turning down the six’s appeal was wrong, but at the same 
time the fact remained its decision was “exceptionally 
far-reaching” and had caused a controversy among learned 
legal men. For the first time in South Africa’s legal history, 
people had been found guilty of murder without proof that 
any action on their part had contributed to the murder of a 
pei son. 


“We believe that if ever there was a case where people 
should be spared the death penalty, this is it. We are not 
asking for clemency because we are opposed to the death 
penalty, but because the appellate’s decision was controver- 
sial in the extreme,” Mr van Gend said. 


If Mrs Hunter felt the execution of the six should serve as an 
example to deter others from murder “‘she has completely 
the wrong end of the stick.” The execution of the Sharpeville 
Six would have “exactly the opposite effect.... Those six will 
go down in history as martyrs for the revolution.” 
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SACC Criticizes Government 
MB160925 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0922 GM7 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 16 SAPA—The decision to 
hang the “Sharpeville Six” was an indication “of the path 
the government has chosen to abandon political options for 
resolving the problems of South Africa and use violent 
means to keep blacks subdued under the zpartheid system”, 
the SA Council of Churches [SACC] said in a statement to 
SAPA today. 


It said the appeal by the six was turned down and worldwide 
pleas for clemency had “fallen on the deaf ears of the South 


“This decision is an indication of the path the government 
has chosen to abandon political options for resolving the 
problems of South Africa and use violent means to keep 
blacks subdued under the apartheid system. The SACC 
stands firm on its condemnation of capital punishment 
especially as a means of deterring opposition to apartheid,” 
the statement said. 


It said the date of the multiple hangings had been confirmed 
as Friday, March 18, three days prior to the 28th anniver- 
sary of the 1960 Sharpeville massacre of “peaceful protest- 
ers against the evil pass law system”. 


“The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, remains impervious 
to pleas to spare the lives of these six unfortunate compa- 
triots in spite of being probably aware of the fact that should 
the execution go ahead, they are bound to stir up worldwide 
animosity towards South Africa and further and further 
reduce what little remains of the chances of racial reconcil- 
iation in South Africa. 


“Even at this lest moment the churches are praying that our 
Lord Jesus Christ should soften the heart of the state 
president who remains the only person who can save the six 
people by either commuting or annulling their death sen- 
tences as a gesture of the goodwill that this government has 
Claimed to possess. We repeat our Christian belief that it is 
not given to human beings to take the lives of other human 
beings as that which God has created no man is entitled to 
destroy,” the statement said. 


Eleven ANC Members Charged With Treason 
MB160625 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0534 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town, March 16 SAPA—Eleven people, includ- 
ing the daughter of the deputy vice-chancellor of the Uni- 


versity of Natal, were charged in the Wynberg regional court 
yesterday with treason. 


Neither Miss Jenny Schreiner, 31, nor the other accused— 
alleged African National Congress (ANC) members or sup- 
porters—were asked to plead, but all were charged with 
treason, alternatively terrorism as defined by the Internal 
Security Act. 
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According to the charge sheet, Miss Schreiner is alleged to 
have primed two mines which she placed in “two different 
toilets in the ladies rest rooms” at DF Malan Airport. 


One of the bombs exploded, but nobody was hurt. Miss 
Schreiner is said to have drafted a letter to the press 
explaining why bombs had been placed, according to the 
charge sheet. 


Miss Schreiner is also alleged to have primed a limpet mine 
and gas bottle bomb that exploded outside a block in flats in 
Tennant Street, Cape Town, where SADF personnel and 
their families live. Nobody was hurt in the explosion. 


The other accused are: Mr Tony Sithembiso Yengeni, 33, 
Miss Lumka Elizabeth Nyamaza, 25, Mr Michael Mzimk- 
hulu Lubambo, 35, Mr Mbutu Richmond Nduku, 26, Mr 
Wellington Mongomeli Nkwandla, 31, Mr Thetheli Titana, 
Mr Gary Kruser, 27, Mr Christopher John Giffard, Mr 
Sitlabocha Charles Mahlale, 37 and Mr Alpheus Nkwana 
Ndude, 45. 


According to the charge sheet, they are alleged to have 
committed treason between 1979 and December last year in 
that they “conspired jointly or severally” with the ANC or 
its members or supporters and with one another to further 
the aims and objects of the ANC “or their own hostile and 
treasonable intent.” 


They are alleged to have committed “a series of acts,” set 
out in lengthy schedules. 


The allegations include the following: 


—That Mr Tony Yengeni underwent military training in 
Angola and the USSR; 


—That he supplied explosives to a Mr Abednego Jonas with 
instructions to use them to attack the Athlone magistrates 
court and “various service stations”; 


—In mid-1987 M. ss Schreiner is alleged to have transported 
explosives, arms and ammunition from the Searle Street 
house to her flat in Wellington Avenue, Wynberg. 


—That Miss Schreiner was responsible for the funds of the 
ANC in the western Cape; 


—That she met Mr Chris Hani, supreme commander of 
Umkhonto we Sizwe, in Harare early last year, 


—That she asked Mr Chris Giffard to fetch Mr Yengeni’s 
wife, Miss Lumka Nyanza, alias Shirley, from Swaziland; 


—When Miss Nyanza was arrested last year she is alleged to 
have possessed a Makavor pistol and two magazines. 


The hearing was postponed to March 29. 
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Du Plessis Makes Budget Speech to Parliament 


MB161044 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1025 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Parliament March 16 SAPA—lInvestigations showed 
that over the past five years no less than 30 per cent of total 
net fixed investment in South Africa emanated from the 
three parastatals, ESCOM [Electricity Supply Commission], 
Post and Telecommunications and South African Transport 
Services [SATS], the minister of finance, Mr Barend du 
Plessis, said today. 


Delivering his budget specch at a joint sitting of Parliament, 
Mr du Plessis said this appeared to have been “a dispropor- 
tionate share” of the country’s fixed investment. 


As far as tariff increases were necessary to cover the cxpen- 
diture involved, inflation was obviously given another, 
significant upward twist. 


After a penetrating review of its structure and activities 
ESCOM was reconstructed in 1984 through drastic changes 
to its control structure, strategy and pattern of investment. 


“This restructuring has already yielded good fruit, not least 
in the shape of a much lower rate of tariff increases”, he 
said. 


Similar investigations into SATS and Post and Telecommu- 
nica*ions were nearing completion. 


However, he said the government had decided that these 
three bodies would be privatised, whether wholly or after 
their division into suitable independent entities. 


In this way, efficiencies that sprang from the pursuit of 
profit would be secured and at the same time the fiscus 
[Treasury] would gain from the emergence of these bodies as 
full-fledged taxpayers. 


“Privatisation will not stop short at these three bodies,” he 
said. 


In principle the government favoured the privatization of its 
FOSKOR [Phosphate Development Corporation] share- 
holding and was urgently investigating some of these diffi- 
culties. 


Similarly, changes in ISCOR’s [South African Iron and Steel 
Corporation] structure were under consideration as a means 
to privatisation and several of the Atomic Energy Corpora- 
tion functions involving advanced technology had been 
privatised already. 

He said that in the preamble to his speech, the activities in 


which the state had been involved over many years “were in 
their beginnings fully justified”. 
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That description would apply to the Industrial Develop- 
meri Corporation (IDC) which was founded in the early 
1940's and which had had a noteworthy impact on the 
country’s industrial growth. 


“However, new times bring new needs and it has become 
increasingly apparent that a grey area has come into being 
between the IDC and the Small Business Development 
Corporation (SBDC). 


“This suggests the time is now ripe to adapt the IDC’s 
functions so that it may pursue its grand aim of helping on 
industrial development, but by looking increasingly (o small 
and medium sized companies. 


“To that end, it will dispose of its present shareholdings 
insofar as this is necessary in the light of the new approach,” 
he said. However, privatisation was not confined simply to 
the conversicn of parastatals. One innovative way was in the 
form of toll roads financed, constructed and managed by the 
private sector. 


The government had been negotiating for some time on this 
score and contracts had been entered into with two large 
consortiums “whereby important sections of our national 
road grid will be placed in private hands and tolled”’. 


Tolling was a near-perfect example of “another weapon in 
our refurbished economic armoury”, namely the principle 
of user-charging. Those who constantly sniped at govern- 
ment expenditure or involvement in economic life should 
be pleased to see this principle now come into its own, he 
said. 


Apart from that, the roads to be constructed involved an 
ultimate investment of about R2,170 million (at 1987 
prices) which would contribute powerfully to the economic 
recovery. 


In a final word on privatisation, he said that there was 
frequent reference to the analogy of “seliing off the family 
silver” with the implication that this was something to be 
avoided. 


“We should not, however, be misled by this facile reason- 
ing.” 


“If the sale of the family silver produces income generating 
assets whereby that family is put on the path to greater 
prosperity, then by all means let the silver go. But the 
position is naturally very different if the silver is flogged 
merely to provide a new carpet. 


“The state president's address to Parliament on February 5 
this year is completely unequivocal on this score: The 
proceeds of privatisation, he stated, will not be utilised to 
finance current expenditure. 


“Ideally, these proceeds will go towards redeeming public 
debt, but in view of the pressing need for capital spending in 
other fields, they will also be used to provide basic infra- 
areas and in the cre- 
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Seeks Lower Inflation Rate 
MB161102 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1020 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Parliament March 16 SAPA—A further decline in the 
inflation rate remained a major fiscal and monetary policy 
objective, the minister of finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, 
said today. In his report to Parliament on the 1988-89 
budget, he said “inflation in South Africa, even at its present 
lower levels still remains a major source of resentment and 
irritation, inefficiencies, inequities and distortions. 


“A continuation of the downward tendency remains a major 
objective.” 

The minister said the marked decline of the inflation rates 
had taken place againsi a background of strengthening real 
economic growth, significant advances in aggregate domes- 


tic monetary demand, rising wages in unduly tight labor 
markets. 


“Instead, the worsening of inflation in this earlier period 
was due primarily to preceding declines in the exchange 
value of the rand, for reasons that essentially were unrelated 
to domestic ec-nomic conditions.” 


Also, in judging the success of anti-inflationary policies in 
the 1980's, due weight had to be given to the variety of 
adverse, extraneously imposed political and economic 
developments that affected the economy. 


In the absence of these developments, particularly, the large 
outflow of capital, the rand would naturally have depreci- 
ated much less in terms of the major currencies of the world 
and the rand prices of imports would accordingly have risen 
much less. 


“It stands to reason that in such circumstances the relatively 
low level of demand from late 1984 until the 
middle of 1986 would have resulted in a substantially lower 
rate of price increase in South Africa,” he said. 


Mr du Plessis said that after displaying a hesitant recovery 
in the second half of 1985 and part of 1986, the economy 
had moved into a “more vigorous cyclical upswing” in 1987 
and so far this year. The true strength of this upswing had 
been masked in the middle of 1987 by certain “non- 
recurring, now-cyclical” developments. 


These included setbacks to agricultural and mining produc- 
tion. 


During the fourth quarter of 1987 however, growth in the 
real gross domestic product, at a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate, had accelerated to nearly five per cent. 


The RGP [real gross product] for the calendar year 1987 had 
amounted to about 2.5 percent, comparing with a rate of 
one percent in 1986 and a decline of one percent in 1985. 


Real gross national product in 1987 had grown by 3.5 


percent, resulting in milG incr=ases in real gross national 
product and real personal disposable income per capita. 
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“This compares favourably with actual declines in the 
average standard of living in 1985 and 1986.” 


Total real gross domestic expenditure .n 1987 had grown by 
nearly five percent and was more than 10 percent higher in 
the last quarter than in the corresponding period for 1986. 


This was mainly due to continued steady expansion of real 
private sector consumer demand. 


Although total real gross fixed investment had still declined, 
slightly, in 1987, real private fixed investment for the year 
had shown a gratifying increase. 


Mr du Plessis said the favourable production and spending 
trends had also been accompanied by a more positive 
business climate and consumer sentiment than at any stage 
in the preceding three years. 


A “sense of perspective” should be brought to an assessment 
of the growth performance of the economy in 1987. 


A growth rate of 2.5 percen‘ although gratifying compared 
to 1985 and 1986, still fell short of the growth achievements 
of earlier upswings. 


It should also not be seen as representative of potential 
growth rates of the economy. 


“Exogenous factors such as the large capital outflow, sanc- 
tions, disinvestment, a relatively weak gold price and a 
protracted drought, coupled with a lack of business confi- 
dence, held back the economy in 1987.” 


Limits continued to be set by some of these factors as to 
what could be achieved in 1988 and 1989. 


Nevertheless, the South African economy is clearly making 
excellent progress in overcoming the problems caused by 
these constraints.“ 


The minister said the country’s balance of payments 
current account had again yielded a very large surplus i 
1987, although account had again yielded a very large 
surplus in (987, although rising imports had caused it to 
decline dung the year. 


From R7,200 million in the first quarter of 1987, it had 
declined to R5,800 million in the second. 


It rose to R6,100 in the last quarter. 


“Surpluses on the current account have now been recorded 
for the past 12 consecutive quarters—a development 
unprecedented in South African post-war economic activi- 
ty.” 


One main reason for this was the absence of excess domestic 
demand, partly as a result of the effective application of 
monetary and fiscal policy, and another factor had been the 
depreciation of the rand, which encouraged exports and 
discouraged imports. 
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The current account surplus had allowed net gold and other 
foreign reserves to increase, on balance, by R2,200 million 
in 1987, while still permitting substantial net repayments of 
foreign debt both inside and outside the “standstill net.” 


“The total net outflow of capita) noi related to reserves 
amounted to R3,100 million, compared to R9,200 million 
in 1985 ar R6,100 million in 1986. 


“In addition, the banking sector and the government 
reduced their reserve-related short-term foreign liabilities in 
1987 by a further R1,200 million, following a reduction of 
R2,300 million in 1986.” 


Mr du Plessis said the gross gcd and other foreign reserves, 
having advanced from R3,900 million at the end of April 
1986 to R8,700 million at the end of August last year, had 
dropped to R7,90() million by the end of 1987. 


Turning to the rand’s value against currencies of SA's major 
trading partners during 1987, the minister said the effective 
exchange rate had been “markedly stable” most of the time. 


“On balance, the exchange rate rose by 3.1 percent during 
the year. 


“Reflecting mor. positive foreign views of South Africa's 
economic and political stability ana prospects, the financial 
rand exchange rate strengthened against the dollar, on 
balance, by as much as 71 percent from the end of 1986 to 
March 11 this year.” 


Reserve Bank To Limit Money Supply 
nye Johannesburg SAPA in English 1028 GMT 
6 Mar 


omy differed fundamentally from that of a year ago and 
required a change in fiscal and monetary policy, te minis- 
ter of finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, said today. 


Delivering his budget speech, he said that in the field of 
monetary policy, a less accomodative stance by the Reserve 
Bank was clearly called for. 


The expansionary short-term fiscal and monetary strategy 
set out in last year’s budget address had achieved its main 
objectives. 

First, it had contributed to the desirec increase in consump- 
tion, investment, production, trade, employment and real 


Secondly, it had done so in a way consistent w'*h a marked 
further reduction in the rate of inflation, the muintenance of 
a large surplus on the current account of the balance of 
payments, a strengthening of gold and foreign exchange 
reserves and a commendable foreign debt ser: icing perfor- 
mance. 
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Now that these favourable results ad been achieved, it was 
important to recognise that the state of the econoniy d/f- 
fered from that of a year ago and new challenges had to de 
met. 


For some time nuw the Reserve Bank, in order to promote 
economic growth, had actively persued a policy of reducing 
the upward pressure on interest rates by creating substantial 
amounts of cash reserves for the banks. 


But in the present changed circumstances, there was a 
danger that excessive Reserve Bank credit creition would 
allow an inordinate rise in the money supply and in total 
spending, resulting in new demand inflation, balance of 
payments difficulties and downward pressure on the rand in 
the foreign exchange market. 


To signal the determinatios of the monetary authorities to 
prevent any such overspending, the Reserve Bank, with the 
concurrence of the government, had set 2 new reduced 
iarget range for the rate of increase of the broad money 
supply (M3) of 12 to 16 per cent between the fourth quarter 
of 1987 and the fourth quarter of this year. 


The comparable target ranges during 1986 and 1987 were 16 
to 20 per cent and 14 to 18 per cent respectively. 


The outcome of last year’s targets exercise had been “most 
gratifying” since M3 increased by 15.5 per cent between the 
forth quarter of 1986 and the fourth quarter of 1987, which 
was well within the target range. 


Over this same targeting period, the effective broad money 
supply, or M3 adjusted for changes in the velocity of 
circulation, increased by 16.1 per cent, which was also 
virtually in the middle of the targeted range for M3. 


During the fourth quarter of 1987, however, M3 increased 
at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 26.1 per cent largely 
as a result of an annualised rate of increase of total bank 
credit of 34.4 per cent during this period. 


Iv curbing inflation had been the only objective of short- 
term monetary policy, an even lower M3 target range than 
12 to 16 per cent would have been set. 


But since it was also an important objective of policy to 
promote real economic growth and job creation, it was 
considered advisable to provide the necessary monetary 
seope for a further acr sieration in the real GDP growth rate 
to three per cent or higher in 1988. 


It was believed that attaining the new 12 to 16 per cent M3 
growth terget wuld be consistent with the simultaneous 
achieving of such «n accelerated -eal growth rate and a 
further gradual decline in the rate of inflation. 


The Reserve Bank had given a further indication of its 
intention to slow dowr its own rate of credit creation to 
prevent an overshooting of the money supply target range by 
raising its bank rate to 10.5 per cent earlier this month. 
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The increase in bank rate also reflected the determination of 
the monetary authorities to avoid the mistake of doing too 
little too late to curb excessive monetary expansion, with the 
result thai draconian measures had to be taken late:, with 
disruptive consequences. 


Present monetary policy was designed to prevent this hap- 
penirg again and specifically to prevent the emergence of 
conc itions which might lead to sharp and disruptively 
increases in interest rates at a later stage. It should 
ee a 
1984. 


a | 


UDF Calls for 21 Mar Protest Bannings 
MB160555 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2103 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[SAPA prefaces this item with the following: “Eds: The 
following may contravene emergency or other media 
regulations.””] 


[Text] Johannesburg, Mar 15 SAPA—The affiliates of the 
UDF today called on people of South Africa 1 observe 
March 21, 1988 as a day of peaceful protest againsi the 
banning of the UDF and other organisations. 


“March 21 will also demonstrate our protest at the sileacing 
of one of our great heroes and leaders, Mr Govan Mbeki. It 
will also be a show of solidarity with those condemned to 
death, like the Sharpeville 6,” a UDF stat_ment said today. 


We call on workers, students, youth, traders to observe the 
day appropriately, the statement said. 


NP Said To Stop Reform ‘Dead in Its Tracks’ 
MB160949 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
16 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] There was not a “snowball’s chance in hell” of reform 
getting off tne ground under the current state of emergency, 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi said yesterday. 


Opening the sixth session of the fourth KwaZulu Legislative 
Assembly at Ulundi, the chief minister said he had never in 
his life felt as “alienated” from the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, as he did then. 


Mr Botha was represented by the minister of education and 
development aid, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, at the function. 


Chief Buthelezi said he was pleased to welcome “a man of 
integrity” such as Dr Viljoen, even though the National 
Party had stopped the reform process dead in its tracks 
because of its fear of the “lunatic right-wing fringe”. 


In a hard-hitting address which made se.<zal oblique refer- 
ence : to Chief Buthelezi's political party; Inkatha would rise 
above adv.tsity to get a “meaningful reform programme” 
off the ground. 
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However, he said, he would dread the day if he had to do 
“the bidding of the masses” and abandon a willingness to 
compromise and lead his people in “practical non-violent 
action”. 


Dr Viljoen told the Assembly that all South Africans shared 
acommon destiny and a lack of development in one section 
would be to the detriment of all others. 


Dr Viljoen also repeated assurances that self-governing 
territories “will remain part of South Africa and share in the 
constitutional development of the Republic”. 


In South Africa, like elsewhere in Africa, he said, underde- 
velopment manifested itself regionally. 


“The visible development problems in South Africa are 
poverty, ignorance, disease, unemployment, malnutritisa, 
low life expectancies, high infant mortality rates, population 
growth rates that outstrip the creation of new jobs and 
illiteracy.” 


He pointed cut that the problems were multi-dimensional 
affecting the economic, political and social position. 


Commentary Views Both2-Crocker Geneva Talks 
M6100527 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GM? 16 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The meeting in Geneva this week between the min- 
ister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, and the American 
assistant secretary of state for African affairs, Dr Chester 
Crocker, is the latest in a series of developments that have 
significance in respect of the search for an end to the conflict 
in Angola. The meeting between Mr Botha and Dr Crocker 
was significant in that it was their first meeting for 2 years 
and indicated that, despite her diminishing influence in 
southern Africa, the United States still has a role to play in 
the quest for peace in t!.2 subcontinent. 


There are also indications of a new and more positive 
approach in Luanda to the question of the 40,000 Cuban 
troops in Angola. Mr Botha confirmed after his talks with 
Dr Crocker that the Angolan Government had finally 
accepted in principle the linkage between the withdrawal of 
the Cuban iroops and independence for South-West Africa. 
South Africa, Mr Botha indicated, now awaits details on the 
timetable for a troop withdrawal before the peace process 
can move on to the next phase. In this regard, a United 
States team is in Luanda to negotiate a timetable for a 
Cuban withdrawal from Angola. 


The apparent willingness of key African countries to become 
involved in the negotiations on Angola could also prove to 
be a significant development. The continsing conflict in 
Angoia is threatening to cause a rift in African reinks with {2 
members of the Organization of African Unity reported to 
be supporting the UNITA cause against the MPLA regime 
in Luanda. This situation would encourage African media- 
tion in the conflict. 
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The door for African mediation—which would assist in 
focusing attention on the complex realities of the situation 
in Angola and southern Africa—was opened earlier this 
month when President dos Santos of Angola appealed to 
other African countries to do more to briag peace to 
southern Africa. 


Perhaps the most important recent development was the 
Statement by an Angolan cabinet minister last week that 
Angola was seeking direct talks with South Africa. For her 
part, South Africa has indicated that she would be willing to 
hold direct talks with the Angolan Government. 


South Aftrica’s approach to the Angolan problem and to a 
possible solution to that problem has been clear cut and 
consistent. South Africa sees UNITA, because of its wide 
popular support in Angola, as an indispensable factor in the 
peace process, but does not wish to make demands on the 
composition of a future government in Luanda or to inter- 
fere in any way in the internal affairs of Angola. Insofar as 
the South African presence in Angola is concerned, this is 
directed solely at neutralizing SWAPO and at protecting 
southern Africa from communist military aggression. 


The developments of the past week or two surrounding the 
Angolan problem imply acknowledgement by the other 
interested parties of South Africa's stand on these funda- 
mental issues. These are issues that have to be addressed if 
the conflict in Angola, and elsewhere in the subcontinent, is 
to be resolved. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 15 Mar 
yeaa | Johannesburg SAPA in English 0624 GMT 
16 Mar 


[Text] Pretoria, Marca 16 SAPA—The SAP public relations 
division in Pretoria reports that no unrest-related incidents 
were reposied overnight. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB160915 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Praises RSA Armaments — “To South Africans, 
who have watched ARMSCOR's [Armaments Corporation 
of SA, Ltd.} progress with pride, the fact that some impres- 
sive new weapons are on display at Santiago comes as no 
surpris:.” remarks the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CIVIZEN in Englisa on 15 March. The editorial points 
out that ‘he South African weapons have been battle-tested 
in Angola. Therefore, the South African “Armed Forces are 
probably among the most highly experienced of all armies in 
Africa—and ARMSCOR has seen: to it that our forces have 
weapons suited to the sub-continent’s terrain. This explains 
why South African weapons have been more effective than 
Russian weapons in recent operations in Angola.” 


STAR on Respunse to Savimbi Interview - - “If there is one 
thing worse than political defensiveness from a minister of 
defene then it is petulance,” ssys Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 16 March in a page 10 editorial. “It 
invites uneasiness about the steadiness of the finger on the 
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country’s military trigger.” The cditorial refers to the pub- 
lication by THE STAR of an interview with UNITA’s Dr 
Savimbi carried by PARIS-MATCH. When THE STAR 
sought official response “both Dr Savimbi and General 
Matian seemed to have decided that theis own broedertwis 
[fraternal strife] should be camouflaged by turning on a 
common scapegoat—the Argus Group.” General Malan 
“excluded THE STAR und its sister newspapers from a 
press conference, perhaps from futu~~ ones too. He is wrong, 
but the extent of the crror makes it difficult simply to bear 
with his tantrum. We have no interest in driving a wedge 
between Pretoria and UNITA.” Malan “is behaving as if it 
is a cardinal offence to republish —no matter how accu- 
rately—material that the Defence Force dees not like. We 
would urge him to reconsider this unwise approach before 
too many people ask whether it is a proper response from a 
minister of defence.” 


Academic on Voting ‘Lie Facto’ — Donald J. Simpson from 
the University of Potchefstroom observes on the same pag? 
that the CP has “done well in the by-elections this month, 
and wii: continue to pol! - °c’ in industrial and rural 
Transvaal, but an ana’ results, applied to the 
Republic as a whole, <ws .sa: about 40 Conservative 
MP's would be elec: nm a seneral election, with the 
National Party still hok ~ a crtable majority of 100 or 
110 MP’s.” However, “tt. .< factor, voters intending to 
vote CP telling Nationalists that they are still their support- 
ers, was clear. In Schweizer-Reneke, both the NP and CP 
predicted ‘ majority for their candidate of about 400. In the 
end both underestimated. The opinion polls aiso give a 
falsely low picture. of real Conservative support in the 
country and reflect this ‘lie’ factor strongest among voters in 
gcvernment employ.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Angs‘a Cuban Withdrawal — “It is 
clear that South Africa is seeking more than meve peace in 
Angola,” says a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 16 March. “South Africa is no longer 
offering, as a auid pro quo for a Cuban withdrawal, to end 
its ‘illegal occupation’ (as the U> calls it) of Nambia, it is 
‘linking’ their departure offering to its occupation of 
Angola.” “Implicit in the offer to withdraw is a threat to 
continue to exert military pressure on the government in 
Luanda, albeit from behind a political screen of UNITA 
forces. Th2 prize, if the international community can be 
persuaded to let this ploy succeed, is a Namibia still under 
South African control, and freed of the threat from 
SWAPO.” 


SOWETAN Condemns Hanging cf Sharpeville Six — “If 
anybody still needed convincing that the South African 
Government is insensitive and is living ia a world of its 
own, the announcement that the Sharpeville Six are to hang 
on the anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre of 1'960, 
should have donc it beyond a‘! doubt,” observes the page 4 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 16 
March. President Botha’s rejection of clemency pleas “is 
meant to impress those National Party supporters who are 
drifting to the right, to the Conservative rarty, because they 
think that the government is tco soft on ‘terrorists’.” Per- 
haps it was vlso meant to “frigiiien 7 any person who is 
hoping to disrupt the October municipal elections.” 
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CAPE TIMES Notes RSA ‘Drift to Tyranny’ — Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 14 March says in a page 6 
editorial the banning of the Committee for the Defense of 
Democracy “confirms that the government is no longer 
disposed to tolerate any significant extra-parliamentary 
Opposition. Pretoria is intent on shutting off the safety 
valve.” “A solution which must be imposed and kept in 
place by force is no solution at all. It is now more important 
than ever that the parliamentary opposition should get 
together to resist the drift to tyranny.” 


Angola Peace Talks May Exclude Superpowers — “The 
recent barrage of to-blazes-with-everyone rhetoric, we may 
hope, could mask a developing deal on Angola, which would 
also embrace the long-running Namibian dispute,” observes 
a second editorial on the same page. “With the growing 
unanimity in Moscow and Washington that the conflict be 
resolved, Dr Jonas Savimbi may suspect that President 
Botha is preparing to ditch him, if not UNITA. It appears 
that Pretoria is insisting that any peace talks should include 
UNITA and the interim government in Windhoek, as well 
as SWAPO and the Government of Angola but should 
exclude the superpowers. It is to be hoped that there is real 
movement towards peace but doubts remain.” 


BEELD Optimistic About Angolan Peace Plan — Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 15 March says in a page 12 
editorial that “‘unless the great powers decide to intervene in 
the situation, it will remain a stalemate” between UNITA 
and FAPLA. “The United States and the USSR realize that 
Angola will eventually be of little gain to them and so there 
is unequalled diplomatic flirting going on. It is significant 
that all the interested parties are emitting signs indicative of 
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a new approach.” “We do not want to be too optimistic 
about it. Southern Africa is strewn with the wreckage of 
diplomatic initiatives. But if a war-weary subcontinent 
decides the demolition must end and Washington and 
Moscow begin to live out the peace which they so eagerly 
preach—then anything is possible.” 


Clergy Threaten Religious Freedom — A second editorial on 
the same page says “predictably the government is accused 
of oppression of the church. The government does not want 
to act against the church. But should it allow certain church 
leaders, who publicly challenge the authorities, to further 
the cause of those who want to overthrow the country by 
violence?” “Religious freedom is a valuable tradition in our 
country. In this case it is not the government that is placing 
that tradition in danger, but the clergymen who persist with 
confrontation.” 


BURGER: Assurance of RSA-UNITA Relation — A page 10 
editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 14 
March comments on “reports that the UNITA leader, Dr 
Jonas Savimbi, in an interview with PARIS-MATCH 
‘strongly attacked’ the South African Government for, 
among other things, its military involvement in Angola and 
its approach to other southern African issues.” The editorial 
points out that “at the weekend Dr Savimbi hastened to 
dissociate himself from local versions of the interview. 
According to him, it seemed like an attempt to drive a 
wedge between UNITA and its allies, a suspicion expressed 
earlier this week by the minister of defense, General Magnus 
Malan.” “It is good that any impression that South Africa 
and UNITA have been quarreling has been cleared. The 
assurance has been given first hand that existing relations 
have not been disturbed.” 
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Benin 


CPC Delegation Holds Conference 14 March 
AB151218 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The CPC Central Committee delegation continues 
its visit to our country. The CPC delegation arrived in our 
country 2 days ago to share its views and experiences with 
the People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin. This morning 
the CPC delegation held a conference at the Customs 
Department conference hall in Cotonou on the concept of 
an independent national economy. The conference was 
chaired by Comrade Liang Maocheng, political science 
lecturer and member of the CPC. [passage omitted] 


Burkina Faso 


Front Creates ‘Revolutionary Committees’ 
AB161355 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] In conformity with the spirit of its program of action, 
the Popular Front has just published a law reorganizing the 
popular organizations. Under the law, the popular bodies in 
charge of revolutionary power in Burkina Faso are hence- 
forth the Revolutionary Committees, known in short as 
CR’s. Meanwhile, the National General Secretariat of the 
Committees for the Defense of the Revolution, CDR’s, is 
replaced by the National Coordinating Committee of the 
popular organizations. Let us now proceed to the contents of 
the law: 


Law No AS5S-0007/FP reorganizing the popular organizations 
in Burkina Faso: Considering the proclamation of 4 August 
1983; considering the proclamation of 15 October 1987; 
considering Law No A5-0001/FP of 15 October 1987 creat- 
ing the Popular Front, the chairman of the Popular Front 


Article |. From the publication date of the present law, the 
popular organizations in charge of revolutionary power in 
Burkina Faso are henceforth the Revolutionary Commit- 
tees, known in short as CR’s. ' 


Article 2. The revolutionary committees are charged with 
Organizing and mobilizing the Burkinabe masses and creat- 
ing awareness among them of the need to achieve the 
revolutionary objectives as stipulated in the Political Orien- 
tation Speech of October 1983 as well as those defined in the 
program and statutes of the Popular Front concerning the 
success of the rectification process. 


Article 3: The Revolutionary Committees are organized 
from the basic units to the national level, according to the 
principle of democratic centralism. A general statute of the 
Revolutionary Committees will be issued at the appropriate 
time in order to define their role and their functions. 


Article 4: The basic units of the Revolutionary Committees 
are the following: 


—The Youth Revolutionary Committee; 
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—The Women’s Revolutionary Committee; 
—The Elders Revolutionary Committee: 

—The Workers Revolutionary Committee; 
—The Civil Servants Revolutionary Committee; 
—The Farmers Revolutionary Committee; 
—The Military Revolutionary Committee; 


Article 5: In order to ensure the coordination and the 
management of the Revolutionary Committees, it has been 
decided to create, in place of the National General Secre- 
tariat of the CDR’s, a National Coordinating Committee for 
the popular organs, whose acronym is CNSP. 


Article 6: The organization and the functioning of this 
Coordinating Committee will be defined by decree. 


Article 7: While awaiting the publication of the general 
statute of the CR’s, the National Coordinating Committee 
will be issuing directives for the establishment of the new 


organs. 


Article 8: The present law will be implemented as an 
expression of the popular will. 


The fatherland or death, we will win! 
[Issued] Ouagadougou, 16 March 1988. 


[Signed] Captain Blaise Compaore. 


Commentary Hails CDR Role in Revolution Victories 
AB161526 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The building of a new type of society can only be 
done by those who have interest in it; and those who have 
interest in our country’s revolution are the masses, who 
should always be organized to really exercise power for the 
transformation of the society in all economic and sociocul- 
tural relations. This is the true, underlying motive for the 
creation of the CDR [Committee for the Defense of the 
Revolution] on the advent of the August 1983 revolution. 
That is why the DOP [The Political Orientation Speech] is 
more than a basic idea pursued at the creation of the CDR, 
and why it consists in democratizing power. Therefore, the 
CDR’s became the organs through which the people exercise 
local authority, which in itself stems from the central 
authority. 


If today the revolution has reached all of our provinces, our 
villages, and all households in Burkina Faso, it is thanks to 
the CDR’s; and if the revolution has won victories on major 
economic, social, and cultural war fronts, it is also thanks to 
the CDR’s. All the transformations that have been under- 
taken during the 5 years of revolution became possible 
because the CDR’s exist in spite of their shortcomings. 
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Therefore, today we must hail the CDR’s for all the victories 
won by the revolution, and we must count on the organized 
masses to push the revolution forward until total victory. 


If today, the CR’s [Revolutionary Committees] have 
replaced the CDR’s, that does not in any way mean that the 
exercise of people’s power is over. Rather, the CDR’s are 
disappearing to be given a new birth. It will be recalled that 
the degeneration of the CNR had brought about a serious 
deviation in the role of the CDR’s. Since rectification 
constitutes the qualitative form of the defense of the revo- 
lution, it therefore became necessary to rethink the form 
and the operation of popular organizations for the true 
exercise of people’s power in order to strengthen and 
consolidate the revolution. 


Ghana 


Top Civil Servants To Declare Assets 
AB151729 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] There is a (?debate) going on in Ghana at the moment 
over the declaration of assets by top public servants and how 
those assets should be declared. At the weekend, the 
GHANA TIMES newspaper reported that secretaries or 
ministers of the ruling PNDC have been issued with assets 
forms for immediate completion. When Flight Lieutenant 
Jerry Rawlings came to power, he promised a higher stan- 
dard in the public service and to rid the country of corrup- 
tion. Now it seems that he is launching a new initiative. 
From Accra, Ben Ephson cabled this report: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] Three months ago, Fit 
Lt Jerry Rawlings hinted that the public could be called 
upon to pass on the necessary information on any assets of 
main senior personnel in public establishments. He empha- 
sized that it was necessary to throw the matter to the public 
to expose or reveal information they might have about 
allegations of corruption. The PNDC chairman said all 
information made available will be fully investigated, 
because public servants must also be given a fair chance. 
Existing regulations make it obligatory for all members of 
the PNDC, secretaries of state, and other PNDC appointees 
to fill assets declaration forms. Many Ghanaians are pleased 
with this development, as it will go a long way to end rumors 
of corruption, some of which have elements of truth and 
some are quite baseless. 


There is a school of thought that their declared assets should 
be published in the press to enable Ghanaians to expose 
hidden assets. It is said in some quarters that their wives 
should also declare assets, since it is reasonably possible for 
assets to be acquired in the name of their wives. Stretched 
further, it is also possible that some of the assets of PNDC 
appointees can be held in trust by friends and relatives. The 
declaration of assets by PNDC appointees is an interesting 
and positive development in the PNDC Government's 
quest to get rid of corrupt appointees. It is hoped that it will 
not be a 9- day wonder. 


There is little doubt that Ghanaians are anxiously looking 
forward to its implementation. Mrs V.A. Sackey, director of 
the Castle Information Bureau, has issued a statement this 
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morning in reaction to the TIMES’ news item. The state- 
ment said that the news item might have created the 
impression in the minds of the public that assets declaration 
forms were only now being distributed to the PNDC appoin- 
tees. She said the forms had been handed out since the early 
days of the revolution. [end recording] 


Jimmy Carter Meets Rawlings, Leaves for Kenya 
AB151417 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] A former American president, Mr Jimmy Carter, left 
Accra today for Nairobi, Kenya, after a 2-day visit to 
Ghana. Mr Carter, who was accompanied by his wife, 
Rosalyn, and a 13-member delegation, was seen off by 
Captain Kojo Tsikata, PNDC member responsible for for- 
eign affairs and national security. Also at the airport were 
the secretry for health, Air Commandore F.W.K. Klutse, 
and his undersecretary, Dr Mary Grant, as well as the 
undersecretary for foreign affairs, Dr Mohamed ibn Cham- 
bass. 


Mr Carter attended the opening session of the second Africa 
regional conference on the eradication of the guinea worm 
disease. He also signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Ghana Government under which Global 2000, of 
which he is the chairman, will work with various organiza- 
tions to eradicate guinea worm in the country. The organi- 
zations are the World Health Organization, the United 
Nations Development Program, the U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development, and the Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International. Mr Carter called on the chairman of 
the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, at the Castle, Osu, 
and visited some agricultural projects. 


Nigeria 


Armed Forces Ruling Council To Replace 2 Members 
AB161000 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] A decree on revenue allocation to mineral producing 
states in the country may soon be promulgated. The chief of 
Army staff, Lieutenant General Sanni Abacha, told Dodan 
Barracks correspondents yesterday that this would be as 
soon as discussions on it were finalized. The Armed Forces 
Ruling Council, AFRC, which began meeting on Monday 
[14 March], considered the issue yesterday. 


Gen Abacha announced that a member of the AFRC and 
former commandant of Army training and doctrine, Briga- 
dier Ola Oni, had retired from the Nigerian Army. He said 
both Brig Oni and Colonel Tanko Ayuba, who is currently 
undergoing a course at the Nigerian Institute of Policy and 
Strategic Studies, would be replaced in the council. 


On the forthcoming local government elections, the chief of 
Army staff expressed optimism that they would be better 
handled because the National Electoral Commission had 
identified all lapses and taken measures to correct them. 
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Payment t Reached With Airbus Industries 
AB161049 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria Airways and the Airbus Industries of France 
have reached an accord on the settlement of debts owed the 
French company by the national carrier. Under the accord, 
the Nigerian Airways will from next month begin to remit 
$500,000 monthly to the Airbus Industries until the amount 
owed is liquidated. The accord sas reached at a meeting 
between the managing director of the airline, Retired Major 
General Olu Bajowa, and the directors of the Airbus Indus- 
tries. The airline is owing the company a total of $13 
million, the cost of spare parts supplied. 


Meanwhile, an aircraft maintenance company, Sogema, also 
of France, has refused to release the Airbus of the Nigeria 
Airways which it seized because of the debts owed it by the 
airline. The public relations manager of the airline, Mr Fem 
Ogunleye, said the Nigeria Airways is owing Sogema $21 
million instead of $3 million [figures as heard] it said it 
owed the company. He said the airline would start to 
redeem the debts when the boards of the two sides decided 
on the mode of payment. Nigeria Airways’ total external 
debt is put at $120 million. 


Togo 
French Delegation Arrives for Cooperation Talks 


Session Opens 14 March 
AB142148 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 14 Mar 88 ' 


(Excerpt] The fifth session of the France-Togo Joint Coop- 
eration Commission was officially opened this morning at 
the Party House in Lome. The opening ceremony was 
jointly presided over by Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Minister Yaovi Adodo and French Cooperation Minister 
Michel Aurillac, who arrived this morning in our country. 
Here is Eno Mensah’s report: 


([Mensah] Speaking first at the opening ceremony, Mr Yaovi 
Adodo, on behalf of the head of state, welcomed Mr Aurillac 
and his delegation to Togo. According to Mr Adodo, the 
presence of Mr Aurillac at the head of the French delegation 
has double significance—the excellent friendly relations of 
cooperation between our two countries, and the common 
desire of the two countries to periodically meet at the 
highest level in order to assess the outcome of their cooper- 
ation and to give it new impetus in accordance with the 
goals assigned to it. [passage omitted] 
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After Mr Adodo’s speech, Mr Aurillac expressed delight at 
being in our country again. According to the French minis- 
ter of cooperation, the current deliberations will help to 
define and evaluate the future of our relations of coopera- 
tion for the years ahead. [passage omitted] 


Eyadema Receives Delegation 
AB152105 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Gnassingbe Eyadema, the head of state, today 
received the French delegation which is currently in Lome 
to attend the French-Togo Permanent Joint Commission 
meeting. The French delegation was led by French Cooper- 
ation Minister Michel Aurillac. 


[Begin Aurillac recording] As you know, I have come to 
Lome to attend the French-Togo Joint Commission meet- 
ing. Naturally, it is very important that I hold confident and 
friendly discussions with the head of state like the ones I just 
had with him concerning French-Togolese cooperation. We 
certainly talked about the joint commission meeting which 
began yesterday and which is continuing today. This joint 
commission is being held under the best auspices. Outside 
of the cooperation meeting, certain sums of money repre- 
senting French financial assistance to Togo may be released. 
We discussed cultural cooperation, professional training, 
and investment, because these are the three major sectors of 
this joint commission. As usual, we held discussions con- 
cerning the international political situation [words indis- 
tinct] we spoke about Togo’s image. This noble image, 
which I personally find extremely positive and encouraging, 
is naturally due to the way in which President Eyadema has 
been handling Togo’s foreign policy. {end recording] 


Loan Agreement Signed 
AB151531 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMt 15 Mar 88 


{Text} Within the framework of cooperation between 
France and Togo, a loan agreement involving the sum of 6 
billion CFA francs was signed yesterday morning at the 
center for economic and financial services in Lome, between 
the Central Fund for Economic Cooperation [CCCE] and 
the Republic of Togo. Komlan Alipui, member of the 
Central Committee and minister of economy and finance, 
signed for Togo, while (Giles Arpens), CCCE director for 
Togo, signed for his country. The loan will be used to 
support the country’s structural adjustment program, and it 
will help to restore basic economic and financial balances 
which have been badly affected by the persisting deteriora- 
tion of the terms of trade and the world economic crisis. The 
loan will be repaid over a period of 15 years with a 6-year 
grace period. It is guaranteed by the French Government, 
and part of it is a grant under French cooperation. 
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